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EKKLESIA

Be welcome. Be accepted. Be loved.

Our Name

Ekklesia is the Greek word for church; the root word for church is call. Focusing on the
calling brings us to the heart of Ekklesia. This ordinary Greek word, Ekklesia, describes
a group of people brought together by God’s call. God bringing us together—-we are
loved, redeemed, and called-out people. God brings us together to be a people who
love well.

This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us.
And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters.
—T1John 3:16 (NIV)
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Our History

@ For various reasons in the fall of 2011,
people found themselves in need of a
place to call home. As a response to
that need, an interest meeting for the
e Moi it formation of Ekklesia was held on
Ak Dudfl) November 10, 2011, The foundational
o (iiSnye agreement at that interest meeting was
that the formation of Ekklesia not be a
Cmily Geldy i T reaction to anyone or anything.
Jecton Instead, the founders aspired to be a
fo - people who love well and are guided
i ¥l by the principles functioning in a way
i o 54 that is: biblical, relational, and simple.

ot b ] The first elders were established (Dr.
Tacif) el John Sharp, Dr. Kim Collins, Kelly

A _ ! Fose, Dan Antonio). The Sheperding
By ot O e v Pastor was Kelly Rose, and Dan
T, e Antonio was named the Worship
—— Pastor.

On November 20, 2011, the: first
worship service was held in Dr. John
Sharp's basement.

Ekklesia quickly started taking shape. In January 2012, the new church moved from the
Sharps' basement to Bartlett Hall at Maryville College, and small groups were formed.
By February the growth of the congregation necessitated a move to a larger location,
Lawson Auditorium at Maryville College. Traditions of baptismal and worship services,
picnics, and pool parties began that summer, and the first Christmas Eve service was
held at MacArthur Pavilion on the campus of Maryville College.

A change in leadership occurred in 2013 _
when the founding Teaching Pastor, Dr. John Ekklesia

Sharp, resigned in June. A pastoral search Exklesia's

First Logo
team, consisting of Kim Antonio, Terri
Bradshaw, Margie Carico, and Kent Davis,

Blount

Love Well,
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was formed. Greg Price accepted the position of Teaching Pastor and began his
ministry to Ekklesia in December. The yearly worship service, picnic, and pool party was
held at Springbrook Pool. In celebration of the Advent season, Dr. Kim Collins read from
The Birth by Gene Edwards, a story of Christ’s birth from the viewpoint of heaven, each
Advent Sunday.

A desire to serve in the community led the congregation to participate in Blount
County’s 2014 Resurrection Run to help raise funds for the programs supporting
families experiencing homelessness and to support the organization, Family Promise.
As an outreach to Maryville College Students, Ekklesia assembled and distributed
goodie bags during Finals Week. Another service opportunity came through the
organization, John 316. In 2014, Ekklesia began a relationship with John 316, later
CommunityWorx, by participating in several Work Days. To prepare for the celebration
of the birth of Christ, Kim Antonio authored an Advent Devotional for Ekklesia’s
congregation. The devotionals centered on reflections around the themes of Advent:
Hope, Love, Joy, and Peace designed to help readers focus on the true reason for the
Christmas season.

The 2014 Ekklesia E K K I. ESIA

Logo

In 2015, the emphasis on ministries continued with an Ekklesia mission trip to Roanoke
Rapids, North Carolina, to work with the North Carolina Poverty Network. When ministry
partner John 316 became CommunityWorx, the families of Ekklesia participated in the
CommunityWorx Christmas Wishes, shopping for children who otherwise would not
have a “Christmas.” Due to relocation, Kelly Rose resigned as the Shepherding Pastor
and Elder.

Continued growth resulted in the decision to start a search for a permanent facility. In
February 2016 a facilities search committee was formed. Another change as a result of
growth was the addition of three elders. In May Ken Worthington, Hannah Shuler, and
Terri Bradshaw were affirmed as elders. Ekklesia continued to work with ministry



partners like CommunityWorx. The annual church picnic was held at River John’s
Outfitters on Little River where a baptismal service in the river took place.

After five years of holding worship services on the Maryville College Campus, Ekklesia
purchased a building at 1711 East Broadway, Maryville, in April 2017. Work days for
cleaning, painting, and remodeling were organized. A new building brought a reboot of
the Ekklesia logo. Sarah Ashley presented her design and walked the congregation
through her objectives: redefine the word “Ekklesia” for the church and the world, add a
tagline that explains the church to the world, create opportunities to tie the building to
the logo, create a logo that truly represents Ekklesia. Her process led to a logo that
includes a cross that is asymmetrical but balanced and stable and made of broken
pieces that fit together. The logo was enthusiastically approved. Christmas Eve services
were held in Ekklesia’s new home.
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‘ Be welcome. Be accepted. Be loved.

Focusing on the mission to Love Well, a ministry team identified ways Ekklesia could
reach the neighborhood. In August 2018 the first of several Front Porch Parties began.
Members set up a grill in front of the church, placed roadside signs to welcome
neighbors, and served lunch to whomever wanted to eat. The committee created groups
to visit area parks on Sunday afternoon and distribute snacks to families, generating an
opportunity to let them know about Ekklesia. Another way Ekklesia served the
community was Community Prayer Walks. Members walked through the neighborhood,
praying for the residents as they passed homes. Ekklesia celebrated the birth of Christ
with a Children’s Nativity Extravaganza.

In 2019 a new sign was installed in front of the building. The sign included the new logo
with worship times and a statement identifying Ekklesia as a CBF congregation.
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Ee weliome Be accepied, Be loved

Sundays at 10:30
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In December Dan Antonio, who had been the Worship Pastor since the beginning of
Ekklesia, resigned, and the elders began a search for an interim. The practice of having
the Children’s Ministry lead in worship and serve brunch during the Christmas season
continued.

No one anticipated the challenges 2020 brought to Ekklesia and the world. As the new
year began, Ekklesia celebrated the addition of Ryan Long as interim Worship Pastor.
By March the Pandemic forced governments to impose quarantine guidelines. Ekklesia
moved to online services. Ryan Long led the viewers in singing praises to God from his
home. Pastor Greg Price delivered the Message from his home. Ekklesians worshiped
from their homes. Throughout 2020 Ekklesia moved from online to in-person back to
online as CDC Guidelines warranted. Many people in the community struggled during
2020, especially those who lost their incomes as a result of closures. Ekklesia
responded by placing Blessing Boxes outside the facility and filled the boxes with food
for anyone. Christmas Eve service was held online.

Celebration was the theme for 2021. After a year of online services, in-person worship
returned to Ekklesia. A baby dedication was held for Legend James Young, and Ryan



Long started as Worship Pastor/Elder. In November Ekklesia celebrated the 10-Year
Anniversary.

In 2022 Teaching Pastor Greg Price notified the Elders, then the congregation, of his
plans to retire from the ministry. In August, Greg Price retired after over 8 years of
service (December 2013 to August 2022).

For the LORD is good and his love endures forever; his faithfulness

continues through all generations.
—Psalm 100:5 (N1V)
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Our Covenant

Our mission is to love well.

We are a diverse group of believers, united around the love for God and love for others.
We strive to exemplify reconciliation, humility, mercy, compassion, grace, and
selflessness. Because the love that unites us is strong, we refuse to allow political,
societal, cultural issues to divide us.

In order to foster a community that loves well, it is critical to have an atmosphere of
trust, secure in the knowledge that differences are embraced, not judged. A place where
we will talk about Jesus. A place where we will talk about how we will hand out blankets
to people who are cold. A place where we will feed the hungry. A place where grace and
mercy abound in our interactions with each other.

Our church covenants with each of its members to provide sanctuary: a safe and
trustworthy connection in a setting where each can know and be known, serve and be
served, love and be loved. Ekklesia, and those who lead it, will function in accordance
with our mission, values, and shared beliefs as we expect each covenant member to do
the same.

We are united in our trust in Jesus as the head of the Church and of our church.

My command is this: Love each other as | have loved you.
—John 15:12 (N1V)




Our Defining Values

We function on the basis of what is biblical, relational, and simple.

Biblical: With God’s direction, grace, and power we aspire to be an Acts 2
community in our context as closely as possible — both individually and
collectively.

Relational: Buildings, programs, technology, style, or human systems of culture
and theology do not define us. Instead, we put our attention on Christ’s directive
to his people to love one another.

Simple: At every turn and decision point, we are guided by the impulse to keep
our church, its structure, mission, and our individual lives uncluttered by the
unimportant and unnecessary.

A new command | give you: Love one another. As | have loved you, so
you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my

disciples, if you love one another.
—John 13:34-35 (NIV)




Our Beliefs

We are partners with the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship which focuses on reaching into
areas with no specifically Christian witness and embodying the gospel. We also
celebrate our heritage of the priesthood of all believers (no hierarchy or authority
structure between people and their God), a congregationally driven form of governance,
primacy of functioning in intentionally missional ways, and high view of scripture. While
Baptists are traditionally a non-creedal people, we embrace the teachings of historic
orthodox Christianity and recognize that overwhelmingly, Baptists believe we are saved
only by God'’s grace, and upon acceptance, God will never deny Himself; therefore,
salvation is secure and eternal. While we celebrate our Baptist identity, Ekklesia is
home to people from many faith traditions that enlarge and enrich our experience as the
body of Christ.

God: God is the Creator and Ruler of the universe. He has eternally existed in three
personalities: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. These three are equal and of the same
essence.

Before the mountains were born, before you gave birth to the earth and the
world, from beginning to end, you are God.
—Psalm 90:2 (NLT)

Jesus Christ: Jesus is the only begotten (not made) Son of God. He is equal and of
the same essence with God. He lived a sinless life, gave himself as the perfect sacrifice
for whoever would believe in him by dying on the cross. By arising on Easter, he claims
power over sin, death, and the enemy. When he returns, it will be as King and his
kingdom will know no end.

For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.
—John 3:16 (NLT)

The Holy Spirit: The Holy Spirit is co-equal with the Father and the Son of God. He is
present in the world to make us aware of the need for Christ. He also lives in every
Christian from the moment of salvation. He provides the Christian with power for living,
understanding of spiritual truth, and guidance in doing what is right. He gives every
believer a spiritual gift when they are saved. As Christians we seek to live under His
control daily.



And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth,
the gospel of your salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him
with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit.

—Ephesians 1:13 (NIV)

The Bible: The Bible is perfect in its ability to reveal who we are (conviction), who God
is (revelation), and who in Christ we may become (instruction and salvation). It is God’s
word to us, written by human authors under the supernatural guidance of the Holy Spirit.
While it is the supreme source of truth in matters of belief and practice, it is most of all a
story of God’s redeeming love for His people.

All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to
make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong
and teaches us to do what is right.

—2 Timothy 3:16 (NLT)

The Church: The church is cherished by Christ as his bride, his flock, and even his own
body in the world. The church is his chosen vehicle to accomplish his purposes in the
world, despite its human frailty. All Christians are called to deep and active participation
in the church. Further, the church is organized and functions on the basis of spiritual
gifts rather than distinctions of gender, class, ethnicity, wealth, or any other system of
human distinction. The New Testament church is led by a plurality of leaders, commonly
called elders, who provide spiritual leadership to the body. It is also served by those
called deacons who provide care for the physical needs of the body. Being Baptist in
our heritage and practice, Ekklesia will be elder-led but congregationally accountable in
all matters.

For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews
or Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.
—1 Corinthians 12:13 (NIV)

Salvation: Salvation is God’s free and unmerited gift to us by grace alone through faith
alone. As with any gift, we must accept it — which is not the same as some work that we
do. Christ’s sacrificial death is the only deliverance from sin’s inevitable effect of death,

and his resurrection is the only source of full and eternal life. Because salvation is not



earned, neither can it be “unearned.” Christ cannot deny himself once present in the life
of a believer. Likewise, those who have denied him will experience spiritual death.

Therefore he is able, once and forever, to save[a] those who come to God
through him. He lives forever to intercede with God on their behalf.
—Hebrews 7:25 (NLT)

Giving: We recognize that the tithe of a life and its resources is the biblical standard
that Jesus himself affirmed. We believe giving is the only antidote to a life that is
self-serving, and that the biblical ideal is that each gives out of what he\she has and is a
tangible act of worship to a generous God.

Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
—2 Corinthians 9:7 (NIV)
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Our Leadership
The Leadership Structure of Ekklesia

Elders

We are congregationally driven and accountable while being elder-led. In our current
structure, elders are selected by the congregation and are accountable to them. Elders
are brought before the congregation on an annual basis for affirmation or negation.
Also, elders may be terminated from service by a simple majority vote of the elder body.
The church recognizes, in accordance with biblical guidelines for those who serve as
elders, that elders are the spiritual leaders of the congregation and deserving of trust,
and prayerful support. Matters of significance will always be brought before the body for
affirmation or negation. No set number of elders is mandated, nor is there a limit to the
term of their service.

We understand, according to Galatians 3 and elsewhere, that we are not to function on
the basis of gender, ethnicity, or socio-economics. Instead, our roles are to be called
out in community on the basis of how the Holy Spirit gifts and empowers us.

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither
male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.
—Galatians 3:28 (NASB)

Teaching Pastor

The Teaching Pastor’s primary role is to prepare and communicate a Biblically-based
message that will not only evangelize seekers but grow believers in maturity in their
spiritual walk.

e The Teaching Pastor possesses a passion for and mastery of the Scripture.

e The Teaching Pastor is a skilled communicator who both explains and applies the
truths of God’s word in both public ministry and personal decisions.

e The Teaching Pastor works closely with the Worship Pastor to design and
facilitate the content and flow of worship services.

e The Teaching Pastor serves on and is mutually accountable to the Elder body.

e The Teaching Pastor is responsible for teaching/preaching 90 percent of the
worship services and responsible for teaching/preaching substitutions.



And | will give you shepherds after my own heart, who will feed you with
knowledge and understanding.

—Jeremiah 3:15 (ESV)

Worship Pastor

The Worship Pastor is responsible for designing a worship service that emphasizes a
variety of elements and styles that focuses on giving glory to God and engages the
body in worship.

The Worship Pastor works closely with the Teaching Pastor to design and
facilitate the content and flow of worship services.

The Worship Pastor recruits vocalists and instrumentalists as needed.

The Worship Pastor coordinates and conducts rehearsals.

The Worship Pastor coordinates and communicates the worship team schedule.
The Worship Pastor serves on and is mutually accountable to the Elder body.

The Worship Pastor is responsible for the music/arts portion of 90 percent of the
worship services and responsible for worship leader substitutions.

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; break forth into joyous song
and sing praises!

—Psalm 98:4 (ESV)
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Our Worship

Jesus’ only requirements for worship were that we worship in Spirit and truth. Style and
personal preference did not make His list. We do not aspire to be the loudest or the
most contemporary. Neither do we aim to combine styles together in an attempt to
please everybody. Instead, we would like to think we take a kind of fusion approach: we
incorporate elements of worship that are ancient or modern, classical or unconventional.
The goals are to give our best worship gifts, to draw people into God’s presence, and to
increase understanding.

But the time is coming—indeed it's here now—when true worshipers
will worship the Father in spirit and in truth. The Father is looking for
those who will worship him that way.

—John 4:23 (NLT)

14



Our Ministries

Like other organizations, Ekklesia was deeply impacted by the COVID Pandemic. The
world came to an abrupt halt in March 2020 and so did Ekklesia. Churches had to adapt
ways to worship and minister to one another and others. Virtual services and Zoom
meetings became the norm. Ministries as we knew them ceased and have been slow to
return. Ekklesia is reflecting and evaluating the ways we support one another and
others. As we consider ways to meet the needs of our community, we will follow the
prompting of the Holy Spirit.

Below are lists of ministries we were doing or planning before the Pandemic.
For One Another and For Others

The community of Ekklesia is just that --- a community of believers. In keeping with the
mindset of community, the focus of Ekklesia is that all members work together and
alongside one another as we seek to GROW, LOVE WELL, and build
RELATIONSHIPS. From the Silent Generation and Baby Boomers to the Generation X
and Xennials to the Millennials and Generation Z and Alpha, we learn from one another,
love one another, build up one another.

Grow in the Understanding of God

[IE— k|

& Mash-up: a group comprised
of middle and high school folks
who meet on Sunday
marnings, 9:45 - 10:15, for
conversation and Bible study

= Sunday morming Bible study:
all are welcome to join in a
time of study and discussion
centered on books of the Bible,
9:30 am

e Children's Ministry and Sunday
Worship led by Lisa
Warthington.

= Women's group: meels on
Wednesday, 6:30 pm, Sarah
Ashley's home

« Men's Night Out: a monthly
gathering at local restaurant,
the last Thursday of each
manth, 6:30 pm
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Love Well Opportunities
e Ekklesia Blessing Boxes/Food
Pantry

o Ekklesia Blanket Giveaway
(new)

e Block Party with Food Trucks
(planned)

e  Special Growers

¢  CommunityWorx

e Haven House

s NC Poverty Network

¢ MNew Hope Child Advocacy
Center

e Blount County Food Connection

Relationships with One Another

e Annual Pool Party
s Baplism Events
o Work Days

s Cookouts

And may the Lord make your love for one another and for all people
grow and overflow, just as our love for you overflows.

—1 Thessalonians 3:12 (NLT)
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Our Community

Ekklesia is located in the heart of Blount County, one of the oldest counties in
Tennessee. Blount County is home to six incorporated cities — Alcoa, Friendsville,
Louisville, Maryville, Rockford and Townsend. Bordered by the Great Smoky National
Park, the TVA lakes, and the Little Tennessee River, the county covers 584 square
miles. Approximately 50 percent of the U.S. population is within 500 miles of Blount
County. The close proximity to Knoxuville creates cultural, sporting, recreational, and
educational opportunities. McGhee-Tyson, the regional metropolitan airport, is located in
Alcoa, and the area is served by major highways (U.S. Highway 129, U.S. Highway 411,
and U.S. Highway 321)

The population of Blount County is more than 120,000, with the ages of 25-45 the
predominant age group. The area has a variety of outdoor recreation opportunities,
including fishing, water skiing, hiking, and rock climbing. With 25 miles of greenway
trails, biking, running, and walking are popular activities.

Blount County has three public school systems: Alcoa, Maryville, and Blount County
school systems. Higher education facilities, Pellissippi State Community College and
Maryville College, are located in Blount County, and the University of Tennessee is
located 14 miles away in Knoxuville.

How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in unity!

—Psalm 133:1 (NIV)

For more information, contact us: info@eklovewell.org
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